Effect of degree of blood pressure on the hypercoagulable state in chronic atrial fibrillation.
To investigate the hypothesis that higher levels of blood pressure would further promote the hypercoagulable state in atrial fibrillation (AF) by increasing the degree of hemostatic abnormalities, we studied 82 consecutive patients with chronic nonvalvular AF who were not taking antithrombotic therapy. Patients with AF had higher levels of plasma fibrin D-dimer, von Willebrand factor, and fibrinogen than controls in sinus rhythm, and no differences between tertiles of either systolic, diastolic, or mean blood pressure were found, suggesting other mechanisms may be contributing to the hypercoagulable state in AF.